Saint Maron Maronite Catholic Church
1013 Ellsworth Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
215.389.2000 | 215.334.1884 | office@saintmaron.org
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OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY OFFICE CLOSED
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10:30AM - 4:00PM

Pastor

Fr. Andrawos (Fadi) El Tabchi

Advisor / Consultant

Fr. David Fisher

Administrative Assistant

Claudine ElHajal

Parish Council

Costa J. Mansour, Michael Marrone, Anne
Tayoun, Manal ElHajal, Rosemarie Marrone,
Barbara Dahdah, Tony Frangie, Khalil Raie,

Nahi Rai, Roger Jebara

Finance Committee

Philip Rai, Deebeanne Tavani, Terri Koway,
Fred Haddad, Paul Kouyoumdji, Denise Eddis,
Jimmy Jebara, Jano Frangie

Festival Chairmen

Billy Tayoun, Tony Frangie

Saint Jude & First Responders

Denise Eddis, Theresa Barry

Religious Education Program

CCD & MYO Director: Janah Szewczyk
CCD Advisor: Rosemarie Marrone
Teachers: Rania Sukkarieh, Maha Labbad,
Samar Dawlabani, Reine Ghazaly, Janah
Szewczyk, Sanaa Rizk, Samer Hourani,
Christian Sadaka, Youmna Layoun.

MY O Advisors: Zeina Topalian, Anne Tayoun,
Summer Dib, Diego Jorge

MYA

Coordinators: Summer Dib, DebbieAnna Semaan

Men’s Club

President: John Azzi
Vice-President: Nickolas Dawlabani
Treasurer: Christian Sadaka

SUNDAY READINGS
1% Reading:
Ephesians 3:1-13

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 1:18-25
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sth Sunday - Revelution to Joseph
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

This Sunday, December 15, 2024, is filled with joyous
events.

As we prepare with joy for the Birth of Lord Jesus Christ,
we gather in fellowship and comradery around Bishop
Gregory Mansour to celebrate the commencement of the
Christmas Novena. We are truly blessed to welcome
Bishop Gregory for his pastoral visit as a parish family.
We ask you Lord, to bless our gathering and bless the
hands that prepared the food and the fellowship we will
share.

May this gathering fill our hearts with peace and joy and
strengthen the bonds of friendship and love within our
parish.

Follow us on Social Media

https://linktr.ee/saintmaronphilly

SANCTUARY CANDLE: This week, the sanctuary
candle burns for cancer patients especially those whose
earthly journey is drawing to a close. May God’s gentle
and caring hand accompany them and surround them with
strength and hope in God’s love. May this candle be a
reminder for all believers of God’s promise of eternal life
and of His abiding presence among us especially when we
suffer. In Jesus' Name we pray. Amen.



https://linktr.ee/saintmaronphilly

BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at 10AM

Via Google Meet:

L Google Meet

https://meet.google
.com/eit-bfvm-jit

DIVINE LITURGIES

Saturday, December 14, @
4:00PM, liturgy is offered for the
living and deceased members of the
Thomas family requested Linda
Thomas.

Sunday, December 15, @
11:00AM liturgy is offered for the
repose of souls of Salim Mikhael
and deceased members of the
Mikhael and Rai families requested
by Philip and Vivian Rai. May their
souls rest in peace.

Saturday, December 21, @
4:00PM, liturgy is offered for a
Special Intention.
Sunday, December 22, @
11:00AM liturgy is offered for a
Special Intention.

WEEKLY COLLECTION
December 7-8, 2024
Collection $ 1,862.00
Immaculate Con. $ 270.00
Online $ 150.00
Total $ 2,282.00
Coffee Hour $ 54.00
Bishop’s Appeal $  30.00
Assessment $ 0.00
Insurance $ 30.00
Fuel $ 30.00
Initial Offering  $ 0.00
Christmas $ 10.00

@ HRISTMAS

NOVENA
Sunday, December 15, 2024
To
Monday, December 23,
2024

@HRISTMAS F*VE

I®1TURGY
Tuesday, December 24,
2024
@ 4:00 PM

@ HRISTMAS DAY

I*1TURGY
Wednesday, December 25,
2024
@ 11:00 AM

EEeLicrTATION
to MaARY

Thursday, December 26,
2024
@ 4:00 PM

CHURCH ENVELOPES
ARE NOW AVAILABLE

You can find the Church Envelopes
at the entrance of the hall.

If you don't have envelopes
and wish to receive them,
please contact the Office.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Please keep in your prayers

Ed and Theresa Gussin, Barbara
Impriano, Paige Moderski, Rita
Fortina, Jason Gushue, Lily Gushue,
Joann Fontana, Jay O’Donnell,
Allison Auld, Carmen Sansweet,
Janet Labar, Krystal Valianti, Anne
Mgrdichian, Carol Bevelhymer, Mary
V. (Nelson) Scotti, Mike Devinney,
Debbie Freedenberg, Allan Emilio
Domingez, Rev. Subdeacon Dr.
Mallard T. George, Landon Reid,
Tamara Lewis, Michael Thomas,
Mary McKinney, Jessica McKinney,
Angela McKinney, Skyla Simon,
Peter Labaki, Nancy Murphy,
Marentha  Young-Heart, Allison
Tretina, Stephanie Devinney, Angela
Scorza Anderson, Raymond
Fitzpatrick, Linda Yeckes, Frankie
Olivieri, Marie Eddis, Mia Andrilla,
Ashley laconelli, Elissar Ayoub,
Joanne Simon-Turing, Suzanne
Haney, Linda DiBernardo, Joan
Speck, Dennis Strelchuk, Gladys
Dalcourt, Denise Furey, Mirta Ruiz,
Rita Impo, Jade Kellam, Marion
Thomas Branca, Francesca Impo,
Lucy DilLuce, Laurent Chidiac, Tom
Hart, John Hart, Fadi Jaber, Joseph
Realdine, Lisa Alestra, John Nader,
Joey Gdowick, Francis Joseph Kerns,
Samer Chokeir, Kathy Newman, Rita
Arrigale, Maryann Bratton, Renee
Sahar, Sister Nahida Al-Sawa, James
Cordisio, Stacey Fuentes, Noel
Andjuhar, and Angel Salerno.



https://meet.google.com/eit-bfvm-jit
https://meet.google.com/eit-bfvm-jit

CCD & MYO Corner

CHRISTMAS MYO GET TOGETHER CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

BY THE KIDS
11-12 JANUARY Thank Yo.u to ev,eryqnfa who
supported this year’s Giving Tree.

NEIGHBORHOOD 1013 ELLSWORTH ST. PHILA, PA 179145 I‘\f/lay Godl rewar((jj you abL:ndangly
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Friday % thos? n need.

December 20, 2024 TOGETHEP -

420 Fee
Following the A
CHRISTMAS NOVENA //,\\\
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. - ICE SKATING, LITURGIES, DABKE, AND MUCH MORE!
Everyone is welcome to join us! ARRIVALS BETWEEN 10A-NOON
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
Let us spread the Cheers of n 1
- - (- s
Christmas in our I
nelghborhOOd SCAN QR CODE TO RS\I'P_

& BRING YOUR OWMN SLEEPING BAGS!
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December 2024 At a Glance

SAT — Nov 30

SUN -Dec 1

Visitation to Elizabeth

Visitation
to Elizabeth

SAT —Dec 7

SUN — Dec 8

Birth of John the Baptist
The Immaculate Conception

Birth of John
the Baptist

SAT — Dec 14

MY A Theology on Tap with Bishop Gregory

SUN — Dec 15

Christmas Novena
Begins

Christmas Potluck and kids’ concert
Bishop’s Pastoral Visit

Revelation
to Joseph

MON — Dec 16

Christmas Novena

Christmas Giving Tree Gifts pickup

TUE — Dec 17

Christmas Novena

WED — Dec 18

Christmas Novena

THU — Dec 19

Christmas Novena

FRI — Dec 20

Christmas Novena

CCD & MYO
Christmas Novena and Caroling

SAT —Dec 21

Christmas Novena

SUN — Dec 22

Christmas Novena

Tele Lumiere & Caritas Coffee Hour

Genealogy Sunday

MON — Dec 23

Christmas Novena

TUE — Dec 24

Christmas Eve

WED — Dec 25

The Glorious Birth of Our Lord

THU — Dec 26

Felicitation to Mary

Christmas

SAT — Dec 28

SUN - Dec 29

The Finding of Our Lord in the Temple

The Finding of
Our Lord in
the Temple

Christmas Novena: December 15 — 23, 2024

Feast: Sunday, December 8, 2024: The Immaculate Conception
Wednesday, December 25: The Glorious Birth of Our Lord

Sunday Coffee Hour: December 22, 2024: Tele Lumiere and Caritas

HOLIDAY TOURS 2024

This December,
tour five beautiful historic houses in Fairmount
Park dressed in their holiday finest

L e

HOLIDAY TOURS

HOLIDAYS
= PARK

FAIRMOUNT PARK HOUSE ) ‘8”(;»

ORMISTON MANSION [

LAUREL HILL MANSION

LEMON HILL MANSION 2

January 23-26, 2025
Washington DC.

PARKCHARMS.ORG/HOLIDAYS-IN-THE-PARK

[El#EE
PHILADELPHIA o
PARKS & RECREATION e



https://www.parkcharms.org/holidays-in-the-park
https://saintmaron.org/

Christmas Novena Schedule

Sunday, December 15, 2024 @ 11:00 AM Friday, December 20, 2024 @ 6:30 PM
Divine Liturgy and Christmas Novena Evening Prayer and Christmas Novena

Monday, December 16, 2024 @ 6:30 PM Saturday, December 21, 2024 @ 4:00 PM
Evening Prayer and Christmas Novena Divine Liturgy and Christmas Novena

Tuesday, December 17, 2024 @ 6:30 PM Sunday, December 22, 2024 @ 11:00 AM
Divine Liturgy and Christmas Novena Divine Liturgy and Christmas Novena

Wednesday, December 18, 2024 @ 6:30 PM Monday, December 23, 2024 @ 6:30 PM
Evening Prayer and Christmas Novena Evening Prayer and Christmas Novena

Tursday, December 19, 2024 @ 6:30 PM

Divine Liturgy and Christmas Novena M C r rv C h ri Stm as

Cir 24-113: The Maronite Odyssey
Dear Brother Priests, Deacons/Subdeacons, Consecrated Men & Women, Lay Faithful,

| welcome you to discover the remarkable journey of the Maronite Church—from its monastic roots along the
Orontes River in the 5th century to becoming a profound cultural and spiritual bridge between the East and the
West. Through centuries of resilience and faith, the Maronites have left an indelible mark on the world, fostering
intellectual and cultural exchanges that shaped civilizations. Their alumni and scholars played pivotal roles in
preserving Oriental traditions, introducing Arabic and Syriac heritage to Europe, and translating Western
knowledge into Arabic, fueling the Arab Renaissance.

In order to celebrate, spread, and disseminate this rich legacy of cultural mediation, intellectual growth, and
enduring influence, the University of the Holy Spirit (Kaslik) has provided an exhibition at the United Nations.
They are also willing to bring this exhibition to your parish (the Hall), so your parishioners and friends can benefit.

Please see the link below:

https://www.usek.edu.lb/exhibitions/maronite-heritage/panels

Please be free to contact Mrs. Cosette Kamar: cosettekamar@usek.edu.lb; 1-216-3755419, or Father Tahal
Hachem (USEK President).

+ Gregory



https://www.usek.edu.lb/exhibitions/maronite-heritage/panels

First Reading
Ephesians 3:1-13

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Ephesians. Your blessing father...

Brothers and Sisters:

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for
Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles for
surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given to
me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in
a few words, a reading of which will enable you
to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. In former generations this mystery was
not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. Of this gospel | have become a
servant according to the gift of God’s grace that
was given to me by the working of his power.
Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, and to make everyone see what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was in accordance with
the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access
to God in boldness and confidence through faith
in him. | pray therefore that you may not lose
heart over my sufferings for you; they are your
glory.

Praise be to God always.

Gospel Reading
Saint Matthew 1:18-25

The Apostle Writes:

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place
in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfil what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God
is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took her as his wife, but had no marital
relations with her until she had borne a son; and
he named him Jesus.

BISHOP GREGORY MANSOUR™"
PASTORAL VISIT

Join us in welcoming

- his Excellency

> for a blessed pastoral visit
to our parish on

5 N6

'3",‘:--
e )

Sunday,
December 15, 2024

Divine Liturqgy
at 17:00 am

FOLLOWED BY THE ANNUVAL
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
IN THE CHURCH HALL

Wk
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MYA THEOLOGY
ON TAP

Special guest Bishop Gregory Mansour

SATURDAY DEC 14TH AT 7PM
Saint Maron Church Ifall
1013 Ellsworth St, Philadelphia, PA

Dinner and drinks provided by Saint Muaron




For every real estate transaction that we complete with you, you will receive a rebate from our commission,
so that you can donate it to St. Maron's Church, Philadelphia PA, if you wish.

www.Lebanese Tony & Leen Salloum COMPASS
RealEstateTeam.com Serving PA, NJ, DE e T Nl eaie s o
Call 215-285-6435 Compass RE - DE, 302.202.9855

Quinn’s Flowers

Interior r - Flowers For All Occcasions
& Exterior

_____

\\\

Serving The Philadelphia
Area For Over 75 Years

DR. FRED HADDAD, D.M.D
(267) 570 7077 215-468-2881 ‘ ’
- QuinnFlowers@Yahoo.com (856) 589-7789 | sewelldentaldesigns.com
2008 S. 3rd St. 477 Greentree Road, Suite C, Sewell, NJ 08080

Phila., PA 19148

If you would like to be one of our bulletin’s sponsors, please contact the
church office. (215) 389-2000 | office@saintmaron.orq

KW PHILLY
KELLERWILLIAMS.

726 S BROAD ST PHILA. PA 19146

Carol Boulos

REALTOR®

Office| 215.607.6007
Cell| 267.978.0563

carolboulos@kw.com

JANO FRANGIE s
VICE PRESIDENT | NMLS 1757433 | NOTARY PUBLIC

TD BANK, America's Most Convenient Bank
NJ5-270-000 / 101 SOUTH BROADWAY GLOUCESTER CITY NJ
08030

Office: 856-456-0105 / Fax: 856-456-0696 | Cell: 856-689-7197

Proudly Serving The St. Maron Church
And The Lebanese People

Ronald Rex Piselli, Supervisor, President N
Richard G. Piselli, Vice President
Harry J. Hoch, Office Manager
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

D O s DT 2531-35 South Broad Street + Philadelphia, PA 19148 + Phone: 215-462-0992 + Fax: 2154624699
Ronald Rex Pisell sk il

y

“The Funeral Chapel”
CASKET SHOWROOM - OFFICES Mark J. Rago - Supervisor +  Dominic J. Rago - Funeral Director +  SamuelJ. Monti - 1926 - 2022

215-271-0950 1213 S. Broad Street
* otn R Doady

emal: ronrex@comecast.net Philadelphia, PA 19147
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
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Brian W, Donnclly

2237-41 S 3rd St IR'\\‘ K R. LAMANTIA, Supervisor
Fhiladeinbia, T 19148 www.deadyfuneralhome.com

www.murphyruffenachfuneralhomeinc.com

25 : * 215.468.1200
215-334-1578 2501 S. Camac St. * 215.46¢




