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Consecration of the Church

“Do not fear God because of the greatness of His majesty,
but fear Him because of the greatness of His love”.
(Saint Isaac the Syrian)

Reflection by: Rev. David Fisher

The Fathers of the Church especially the Eastern Fathers, in their
preaching and writings, constantly express that the Christian life is a process
of metanoia (transformation), theosis/deification (becoming God-like),
because the Father has bestowed the Holy Spirit upon those who have been
baptized and entered into the community of faith; the Church. What we call
the “life of grace” is nothing more than living in and with the Holy Spirit,
the Spirit that Scripture says, “groans within us,” shaping us into the “image
and likeness of God” as we were intended to be from the moment of
creation.

In a very real way, the Holy Cross speaks to us of God’s intention in
creating us. If we examine Sacred Scripture, we find that the first words of
Genesis in the Septuagint Version (Greek Version) of the Old Testament
begins with the same words that we find in the first verse of John’s Gospel,
“Ev apyn” (en arché) “In the beginning...” In the beginning according to
Genesis unlike all the other things God created; on the sixth day, “God
created mankind in his image; in the image of God, he created them; male
and female he created them.”

What Genesis and John’s Gospel reveals to us is that the Word of the
Father, the Word who is God was present from the moment of our creation,
in fact we are created in his image. So, when from the Holy Cross, Jesus
says, “It is finished” (John 19:30) we must ponder what is finished? What
is finished in this sacrifice, in this act of redemption, this victory of love
over hate, this act of freedom from the bondage of ignorance and sin? What
is finished is the act of creation, for now through the power of the Holy
Spirit, we can truly enter the path of theosis, of being formed in the image
and likeness of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.

Jesus on the Holy Cross reveals to us the God who is love. That from the
Holy Cross the veil that has veiled the truth of God has been lifted. Now
with eyes that see in the light, we see that God has never left us alone, that
he calls us to be formed into the image of the Son, which means we too must
take up our crosses and follow him, to learn, imitate, and become the
children of God, heirs of God through Christ: beings of love.

21d Collection
Sunday, November 5, 2023
Maronite Patriarchal Charities

All the Proceeds from this collection are
sent directly to our Patriarch for his
charitable works.

SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading Gospel Reading

Hebrews 9:1-12 Matthew 16:13-20

Sanctuary Candle
For the safety and well-being of our youth
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DIVINE LITURGIES
For your intentions please
call the office at 215.389.2000

Saturday, November 4, @ 4:00PM,
liturgy is offered for the souls of Alex
Bonavitacola requested by Yasmine
Alice. May his soul rest in peace.
Sunday, November 5, @ 11:00AM
liturgy is offered for the safety and
well-being of our children.

Saturday, November 11, @ 4:00PM,
liturgy is offered for All our Veterans
requested by Terri Koway.

Sunday, November 12, @ 11:00AM
liturgy is offered for the soul of Walter
(Chip) Meixner requested by Diane
Kiddy. May his soul rest in peace.

WEEKLY COLLECTION
October 28-29, 2023

Collection $ 1,127.00
PayPal $ 75.00
Coffee Hour $ 36.00
Total $ 1,238.00

DISTRIBUTION OF

HOLY COMMUNION
If you are sick and homebound and
wish to receive communion at home,
please contact: the Church Office at
215-389-2000 or Fr. Andrawos at 978-
241-2977.

Soumaya Bakery Orders
Orders are placed each Friday.
If you wish to purchase bread, please
place your order before Friday.

First Communion Update
Saturday, April 13, 2024
Retreat & Rehearsal
Sunday, April 14, 2024
First Holy Communion Liturgy

FIRST LITURGICAL SUNDAY
The first Sunday in the liturgical year
is the Feast of Consecration and
Renewal of the church.

The feast is either celebrated on one
Sunday or two consecutive Sundays.

If November 1st, falls on either a
Monday or Tuesday, only one Sunday
is observed as it is the case this year.

If November 1st, falls on a day other
than Monday or Tuesday, two Sundays

are observed.

But whether we celebrate one Sunday
or two Sundays, the core essence of the
feast should not change.

BIBLE STUDY
with Abouna David
Every Thursday at 10AM
Via Zoom
https://usO6web.zoom.us/|/873474

39104?pwd=eUJRRVpFUyYt5NVp

TVXR5bCtBdGpGdz09

Saint Sharbel

Spiritual Life Center
(820 Crane Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15216)

www.saintsharbelcenter.org

SUPPORT THE DREAM

We seek your help. Would you be open to
a donation? Do you also know someone
whom you or we can approach?

For online donations please visit:
Www.stmaron.org

You can also make a donation by
check to the Eparchy of

St. Maron (109 REMSEN STREET,
BROOKLYN, NY, 11201).

Annual Thanksgiving
Food Drive

ITEMS NEEDED

Turkey (frozen)
Stove Top Stuffing
Yams (can)
Macaroni
Corn (can)
Gravy
Cranberry Sauce

String Beans (can)
Mashed Potato (box)
Cornbread mix
Fruit (can)
Cookies and/or Candy

Oct 22 -Nov 12

Jesus himself fed
the hungry.
To Feed the Hungry
is the first corporal
work of mercy.
It was given by
Jesus  when He
spoke to  His
disciples about the
Judgment of the
Nations (Mt 25:31-
46), and it stands at
the top of His list.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep in your prayers
Larry Cook, Mary Louise Scotti,
Janet Labar, Krystal Valianti,
Anne Mgrdichian, Carol
Bevelhymer, Mary V. (Nelson)
Scotti, Mike Devinney, Debbie
Freedenberg, Allan  Emilio
Domingez, Rev. Subdeacon Dr.
Mallard T. George, Landon Reid,
Tamara Lewis, Michael Thomas,
Barbara Impriano, Mary
McKinney, Jessica McKinney,
Angela McKinney, Skyla Simon,
Peter Labaki, Nancy Murphy,
Marentha Young-Heart, Allison
Tretina, Stephanie Devinney,
Angela Scorza Anderson, Robert
Nigro, Thomas Jones, Raymond
Fitzpatrick, Linda  Yeckes,
Frankie Olivieri, Marie Eddis,
Mia Andrilla, Natalie Ciancaglini,
Ashley laconelli, Stephen Bressi,
Elissar Ayoub, Joanne Simon-
Turing, Suzanne Haney, Linda
DiBernardo, Joan Speck, David
Joseph Cook, Dennis Strelchuk,
Gladys Dalcourt, Denise Furey,
Mirta Ruiz, Rita Impo, Jade
Kellam, Marion Thomas Branca,
Francesca Impo, Lucy Diluce,
Laurent Chidiac, Tom Hart, John
Hart, Fadi Jaber, Joseph Realdine,
Lisa Alestra, John Nader, Joey
Gdowick, Francis Joseph Kerns,
Samer Chokeir, Kathy Newman,
Rita Arrigale, Maryann Bratton,
Renee Sahar, Sister Nahida Al-
Sawa, James Cordisio, Stacey
Fuentes, Noel Andjuhar, and

Angel Salerno.

The Maronite Voice
WWW.maronitevoice.org
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CCD & MYO CORNER
MYO REGIONAL RETREAT
~ OCTOBER 27-29/2023

Pray for
the youth of our
Church!

NEW ENGLAND
MID-ATLANTIC EAST

Annual Bishop’s Appeal 2023
The contributions are divided as follows
40% education of seminarians
20% outreach ministries
10% retired priests
10% Christians in Lebanon and the Middle East
10% Eparchy’s Endowment Fund

Yearly Amount Due $ 3,500.00
Total Collected $ 2.,600.00
Balance -$ 900.00

MID-ATLANTIC WEST

\ [EPARCHIAL

“Each retreat keeps getting better and better. and this
regional proved that. every minute, from seeing my
friends again, adoration/confession, and the hafli,
made this weekend one of the best weekends. | love
going to these and I’m so excited for nationals!”
(Maria)

“This retreat taught me the importance of being deeply
involved in the divine community of the church. It was
a great way to meet new people and have meaningful
interactions/experiences.” (Anthony)

“The regional retreat was one to remember. the
prayers were really nice and so was the fun parts. it
was a very nice environment and | love being there. |
overall think that this retreat was one of the best.”
(Nai)

My Offering Envelopes 2024

KAME
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Don’t forget to pickup your envelopes. You can find
them at the entrance of the church hall.
The Envelopes serve a dual purpose:

1. A reminder of our commitment and obligation
toward our church.

2. Accurately record your contributions so we can
provide you with a “Donation Letter” for your
taxes.

K

Annual MYO Thanksgiving
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October 22 to November 12
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Proudly Serving The St. Maron Church
And The Lebanese People

Ronald Rex Piselli, Supervisor, President
I

Richard G. Piselli, Vice President

Harry J. Hoch, Office Manager
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Ronald Rex Piselli
“The Funeral Chapel”

215-271-0950

emal: ronrex@comcast.net

The Restorative Artist For
5t. John Neumann's Remains

CASKET SHOWROOM - OFFICES
1213 S. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
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FUNERAL HOME, INC.

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2531-35 South Broad Street + Philadelphia, PA 19148 + Phone: 215-462-0992 + Fax; 215-462-4699
wiww.monti-ragofuneralhome.com

FRANK R. LAMANTIA, Supervisor
W\\'w.dcndyﬁlncmllmmc.unn

Mark J. Rago - Supervisor + Dominic J. Rago - Funeral Director + Samuel J, Monti - 1926 - 2022 1501 S. Camac St. * 215.468.1200

If you would like to
be one of our
bulletin’s sponsors,
please contact the
church office.
(215) 389-2000
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Brian W. Donnelly

Supervisor

2237-41 S 3rd St,
Philadelphia, PA 19148
www.murphyruffenachfuneralhomeinc.com

“A face yow can recognize with a
reputation for excellence®

215-334-1578

o) SEWELL

DENTAL DESIGNS
DR. FRED HADDAD, D.M.D.

Quinn’s Flowers

Flowers For All Occcasions

KW PHILLY
KELLERWILLIAMS.

728 §. BROAD ST PHILA, PA 19146

Carol Boulos

REALTOR®

COSMETIC - RESTORATIVE
MPLANT - ORTHODONTICS

WA

Serving The Philadelphia
Area For Over 75 Years

Office| 215.607.6007
Cell| 267.978.0563

215-468-2881

| QuinnFlowers@Yahoo.com
2008 S. 3rd St.

(856) 589-7789 | sewelldentaldesigns.com
477 Greentree Road, Suite C, Sewell, NJ 08080

carolboulos@kw.com E
. Phila., PA 19148

Together We Can Donate More to St. Maron’s Church

For every real estate transaction that we complete with you, you will receive a rebate from our commission,
so that you can donate it to St. Maron's Church, Philadelphia PA, if you wish.

COMPASS

Compass RE - PA, 610.822.3356
Compass RE - NJ, 856.214.2639
Compass RE - DE, 302.202.9855

www.Lebanese
RealEstateTeam.com

Tony & Leen Salloum
Serving PA, NJ, DE

Call 215-285-6435




Saint Maron
Maronite Catholic Church

November 4-5, 2023

First Reading
Hebrews 9:1-12

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Your blessing father...

Brothers and Sisters:

Even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was constructed,
the first one, in which were the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence; this is called the
Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a tent called the Holy of Holies. In it stood the golden altar
of incense and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which there were a golden urn
holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; above it were the
cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy-seat. Of these things we cannot speak now in detail. Such
preparations having been made, the priests go continually into the first tent to carry out their ritual
duties; but only the high priest goes into the second, and he but once a year, and not without taking the
blood that he offers for himself and for the sins committed unintentionally by the people. By this the
Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary has not yet been disclosed as long as the first tent
is still standing. This is a symbol of the present time, during which gifts and sacrifices are offered that
cannot perfect the conscience of the worshipper, but deal only with food and drink and various
baptisms, regulations for the body imposed until the time comes to set things right. But when Christ
came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not
made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the
blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

Praise be to God always.
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Gospel Reading
Saint Matthew 16:13-20

The Apostle Writes:

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, ‘But who do you
say that [ am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’
And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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