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2nd Sunday of the Resurrection
New Sunday — Divine Mercy Sunday

Saint Augustine (354-430)
Bishop of Hippo (North Africa)
and Doctor of the Church

Sermon 88
“Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed"*

The disciples’ weakness was so unsteady that, not content with
seeing the risen Lord, they still wanted to touch him if they were
to believe in him. It wasn’t enough for them to see him with their
eyes, they wanted to put out their hands to his limbs and touch
the marks of his recent wounds. It was after he had touched and
acknowledged his scars that the unbelieving disciple cried out:
“My Lord and my God!” Those scars revealed the one who,
where other people were concerned, healed every wound. Could
the Lord not have risen without scars? Yet he saw within his
disciples’ hearts wounds that those scars he had preserved in his
body would heal.

And what does the Lord answer that confession of faith of his
disciple, who says: “My Lord and my God”? “Have you come
to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and have believed.” Who is he talking about, my
friends, if not of us? And not just of us but of those, too, who
will follow us. For shortly afterwards, when he had disappeared
from mortal sight so as to strengthen faith in the heart, all those
who became believers believed without seeing and their faith
had great merit. To acquire it they reached out to him, not a hand
with which to touch him, but only a loving heart.

FESTIVAL BOARD MEMBERS MEETING
Monday, April 17, 2023 @ 6:30PM

SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading Gospel Reading
2 Corinthians 5:11-21 John 20:26-31

Bishop’s Pastoral Visit
Sunday, May 7, 2023 @ 11:00AM

SANCTUARY CANDLE
The Sanctuary Candle is burning for
Kevin and Sabrina BouNader



mailto:pastor@saintmaron.org

DIVINE LITURGIES

Saturday, April 15, @ 6:00PM,
liturgy is offered in memory of Jason
Ballan. May his soul rest in peace
Sunday, April 16, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy is offered in memory of
deceased Hanna, Rahil and Gabriel
Mrad requested by Boutros and
Ramona Semaan. May their souls rest
in peace.

Saturday, April 22, @ 6:00PM,
liturgy is offered for a special
intention.

Sunday, April 23, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy is offered in memory of Azizeh
Soof requested by Cheryl Jacobs
Viscomi and sons. May her soul rest in
peace.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DABKE SIGN-UP
One of our festival Q
traditions is the Dabke
performance of our
children. To keep this &
tradition alive, there will
be a sign-up sheet in the
Church Hall.

Practices will begin on Friday,

April 14, 2023 at 6:00PM.

FESTIVAL BOARD
MEMBERS MEETING

In preparation for our Annual
Festival, the Board Members will
be meeting on Monday, April 17,
2023 @ 6:30PM. Please notify Fr.
Andrawos whether you can join us

or not.
WEEKLY COLLECTION PASTORAL VISIT
April 8-9, 2023 His Excellency Bishop Gregory
Easter Collection $ 3,578.00 Mansour will celebrate Divine
Fuel $ 60.00 Liturgy on Sunday, May 7, 2023 at
Insurance $  120.00 11:00AM followed by a luncheon
Holy Week $ 704.00 in the Hall.
PayPal $  425.00
Coffee Hour $  13.00 DISTRIBUTION OF
Total $ 4,900.00 HOLY COMMUNION
If you are sick and homebound and
Rice Bowl $ 49.00 wish to receive communion at
Holy Land $ 325.00 home, please contact: the Church
’ Office at 215-389-2000 or Fr.
BISHOP'S APPEAL Andrawos at 978-241-2977.
GOAL $ 3,500.00
Amount Received $ 2,320.00 EP_ARCHIAL LOAN
Balance $ 1,180.00 Loan Principal and Interest Owed:
$ 57,125.00
BAKE SALE Total Amount Paid as of
Income $ 4,286.52 March 2023:
Expenses $ 946.83 ~$ 35,375.00
Net Profit $ 3,339.69 Remaining Loan Balance:
$ 21,750.00
THANK YOU

Fr. Andrawos

Thank you to everyone who worked hard for the Palm Sunday
Brunch, the Bake Sale, the Good Friday Lenten Dinner and to all
those who have generously donated for the events. You are a real
blessing to the parish. May God bless you all and keep you safe.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep in your prayers

Mary V. (Nelson) Scotti, Mike
Devinney, Debbie Freedenberg,
Allan Emilio Domingez, Rev.
Subdeacon Dr. Mallard T.
George, Landon Reid, Tamara
Lewis, Michael Thomas, Barbara
Impriano, Mary  McKinney,
Jessica  McKinney,  Angela
McKinney, Skyla Simon, Peter
Labaki, Nancy Murphy, Marentha
Young-Heart, Allison Tretina,

Stephanie  Devinney, Angela
Scorza Anderson, Robert Nigro,
Thomas Jones, Raymond
Fitzpatrick, Linda  Yeckes,
Frankie Olivieri, Richy Grande,
Marie Eddis, Mia Andrilla,
Natalie  Ciancaglini,  Ashley

laconelli, Stephen Bressi, Elissar
Ayoub, Joanne Simon-Turing,
Suzanne Haney, Linda
DiBernardo, Joan Speck, David
Joseph Cook, Eddie Tayoun,
Dennis Strelchuk, Gladys
Dalcourt, Denise Furey, Mirta
Ruiz, Rita Impo, Jade Kellam,
Marion Thomas Branca,
Francesca Impo, Lucy Diluce,
Laurent Chidiac, Tom Hart, John
Hart, Fadi Jaber, Joseph Realdine,
Lisa Alestra, John Nader, Joey
Gdowick, Francis Joseph Kerns,
Samer Chokeir, Kathy Newman,
Rita Arrigale, Maryann Bratton,
Renee Sahar, Sister Nahida Al-
Sawa, James Cordisio, Stacey
Fuentes, Noel Andjubar, and
Angel Salerno.

We ask Almighty God to bless
them with good health so that they
may join us in the Church and
give glory and thanksgiving to
God. Please notify the Church
office of any family member who
is ill so that we may remember
them in our daily prayers and on
our altar of intention.
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Proudly Serving The St. Maron Church
And The Lebanese People

Ronald Rex Piselli, Supervisor, President
aﬂ Richard G. Piselli, Vice President
Harry J. Hoch, Office Manager
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KELLERWILLIAMS. Flowers For All Occcasions
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Together We Can Donate More to St. Maron’s Church

For every real estate transaction that we complete with you, you will receive a rebate from our commission,
so that you can donate it to St. Maron's Church, Philadelphia PA, if you wish.

www.Lebanese Tony & Leen Salloum COMPASS

H Compass RE - PA, 610.822.3356
RealEstateTeam.com Seng;gsiﬁs’»sﬁg, DE Compass RE - NJ, 856.214.2639

Compass RE - DE, 302.202.9855




UPCOMING EVENTS

Dabke Practices
Every Friday @ 6:00PM in the Church Hall

Peter Abi Rached

L First Holy Communion
: Sunday, April 30, 2023 @ 11:00AM

Cinco De Bingo
Friday, May 5, 2023 @ 6:00PM

Pastoral Visit
Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon
Sunday, May 7, 2023 @ 11:00AM

Feast of the Ascension
Thursday, May 18, 2023 @7:00PM

Pentecost Sunday
Sunday, May 28, 2023 @ 11:00AM

Annual Festival
June 2-3-4, 2023

FROAY, JINE2  SATURDAY, JUNE3  SUNDAY, JUNE 4
Spm-fipm  3pm-ifpm  1pm-9pm




D oy

April 15-16, 2023

First Reading
2 Corinthians 5:11-21

A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Corinthians. Your blessing father...
Brothers and Sisters:

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known
to God, and | hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending
ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to
answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves,
it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because
we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore, all have died. And he died for all, so that those
who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From
now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So, we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

Praise be to God always.
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Gospel Reading
Saint John 20:26-31

The Apostle Writes:

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him,
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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