Saint Maron Maronite Catholic Church
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WEEKLY BULLETIN - 02/05/2023
Three Weeks of Commemorations

OFFICE HOURS:

MONDAY OFFICE CLOSED
TUESDAY — FRIDAY 10:30AM — 4:00PM

Pastor
Fr. Andrawos (Fadi) El Tabchi
pastor@saintmaron.org | 978.241.2977

Advisor / Consultant
Fr. David Fisher

Administrative Assistant
Claudine ElHajal

Parish Council

Costa J. Mansour, Michael Marrone, Anne
Tayoun, Manal EIHajal, Rosemarie Marrone,
Barbara Dahdah, Tony Frangie, Khalil Raie, Nahi
Rai, Roger Jebara

Finance Committee
Philip Rai, Deebeanne Tavani, Terri Koway, Fred
Haddad, Paul Kouyoumdji, Denise Eddis, Jimmy
Jebara, Jano Frangie

Festival Chairmen

Billy Tayoun, Tony Frangie
Saint Jude

Denise Eddis, Theresa Barry

CCD

Director: Janah Szewczyk

Teachers: Rania Sukkarieh, Maha Labbad,
Samar Dawlabani, Reine Ghazaly, Janah
Szewczyk, Sanaa Rizk

Advisors: Rosemarie Marrone

MYO

Director: Zeina Topalian

Advisors: Anne Tayoun, Jocelyne Habib, Fadia
Salloum, Maha Labbad

MYA
Coordinators: Nahi Rai, Roger Jebara, Frankie
Piacentini

Men’s Club
President: Amin Al Soueidy
Vice-President: Samer Hourani

Parish Council Meeting
Monday, February 27, 2023
in the Church Hall at 6:00pm

Saint Sophronius of Jerusalem (?-639)

The Patriarch of Jerusalem from 634 to 638.

Sophronius (Greek: Zw@pdoviog) was born in Damascus, Syria in
the year 560. He was of Arab descent. Nothing is known of his
early life. He was a monk and theologian. A teacher of rhetoric,
he became an ascetic in Egypt about 580 and then joined the
Monastery of St. Theodosius near Bethlehem.

Sermon for the Feast of the Purification; PG 87c, 3291
"l came into the world as light, so that everyone who believes in me might not
remain in darkness" (Jn 12,46)
Let us go to meet Christ, all we who fervently honor and venerate his mystery;
let us make our way towards him with all our hearts. Let everyone without
exception take part in this encounter and let all bring their lights along with
them. If our candles give off such brightness it is first of all to demonstrate
the divine radiance of he who comes, he who makes the whole world
resplendent and bathes it in an everlasting light, scattering the darkness of
evil. But it is also, and above all, to show with what brightness of soul we
ourselves should go to meet Christ. Indeed, just as the Mother of God, the
most pure Virgin, bore the true light in her arms to meet “those who lay in
darkness” (cf Is 9,1; Lk 1,79), so let us, lit up by their rays and carrying in
our hands a light that all can see, make haste to encounter Christ.
It is clear this mystery is our own, since “the light came into the world” (Jn
1,9) and shone upon it when it was bathed in shadows and since “the daybreak
from on high has visited us” (Lk 1,78)... So let us run together; let us all go
to this encounter with God... May we all be illuminated by it, my brethren;
may we all be made radiant by it. May none of us remain outside this light
like a stranger, nor any one of us insist on staying plunged in the dark. Let us
rather go forward into the brightness; let us go radiantly to meet him and
receive, together with the aged Simeon, this glorious and everlasting light.
Together with him let us rejoice with all our hearts and sing a hymn of
thanksgiving to God, the Father of lights (Jas 1,17), who has sent true
brightness to us to draw us out of darkness and make us radiant.
God’s salvation, “which he has prepared in sight of all the peoples” and
manifested for our glory as the new Israel, behold! we, too, “have seen it”
(Lk 2,30f.) in our turn, thanks to Christ. And all at once we were set free from
the night of our sins just as Simeon, when he saw the Christ, was set free from
the bonds of this present life.

SANCTUARY CANDLE
The Sanctuary Candle is burning for
The Repose of Soul of Loretta Wysocki

FEAST OF ST. MARON
Wednesday, February 8, 2023
7:00pm

SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading Gospel Reading
Hebrew 12:18-24 Matthew 25:31-46



mailto:pastor@saintmaron.org
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Monk
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Theologian
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Asceticism

DIVINE LITURGIES

Saturday, February 4, @ 6:00PM,
liturgy is offered in remembrance of
Dominic D’adamo requested by Rose.
Sunday, February 5, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy is offered in memory of the
Kafa AbouJaoude and Tony Abdalla
Daou requested by Dany and Rania
Cherfane and family. May their souls
rest in peace.

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 @
7:00PM, FEAST OF ST. MARON

Saturday, February 11, @ 6:00PM,
liturgy is offered in memory of Tom
Baxter, requested by his wife Patty
Impo. May his souls rest in peace.
Sunday, February 12, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy is offered in memory of Rizk
Frangie requested by family. May his
souls rest in peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF

HOLY COMMUNION
If you are sick and homebound and
wish to receive communion at home,
please contact:
the Church Office at 215-389-2000
or Fr. Andrawos at 978-241-2977.

WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR
January 28-29, 2023

Sunday Collection $ 1,036.00
Fuel $ 30.00
PayPal $ 170.00
Coffee Hour $ 29.00
Total: $ 1,265.00

EPARCHIAL LOAN
Loan Principal and Interest Owed:
$ 57,125.00
Total Amount Paid as of January 2023:
$ 33,375.00
Remaining Loan Balance:
$ 23,750.00

CHURCH ENVELOPES

ARE NOW AVAILABLE
We have received the Church
Envelopes. You can find them at the
entrance of the hall. If you don't have
envelopes and wish to receive them,
please contact the Office

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rice Bowls

Lenten Alms Change Lives
Like every year, our parish supports
the Catholic Releif Service in their
participates in the Rice Bowl Lenten
Program. We have received the rice
bowls. You can find them in the back
of the church and the hall entrance.
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FOR LENTES
FORLIFE

Maronite Rituals for a Great
Lent Series
The Maronite Servants will be hosting
a new series of online workshops via
Zoom.

GREAT LENT
| &PASSION
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The Annual Discernment
Weekend

The weekend of March 24-26, 2023 at
Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite
Seminary. For info: (202) 723-8831

 LORD
OR YGUR

SERVANT IS

LISTENING.

Women Discernment Retreat
The weekend of April 14-16, 2023 at
the Mother of the Light Conventin
Dartmouth, MA.

Discernment
Retrea
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep in your prayers

Rev. Subdeacon Dr. Mallard T.
George, Landon Reid, Tamara
Lewis, Michael Thomas, Barbara
Impriano, Mary McKinney, Jessica
McKinney, Angela McKinney,
Skyla Simon, Peter Labaki, Nancy

Murphy, Marentha Young-Heart,
Allison Tretina, Stephanie
Devinney, Angela S corza

Anderson, Robert Nigro, Thomas
Jones, Raymond Fitzpatrick, Linda

Yeckes, Frankie Olivieri, Richy
Grande, Marie Eddis, Mia Andrilla,
Natalie Ciancaglini, Ashley
laconelli, Stephen Bressi, Elissar
Ayoub, Joanne  Simon-Turing,

Suzanne Haney, Linda DiBernardo,
Joan Speck, David Joseph Cook,
Eddie Tayoun, Dennis Strelchuk,
Gladys Dalcourt, Denise Furey,
Mirta Ruiz, Rita Impo, Jade Kellam,
Marion Thomas Branca, Francesca
Impo, Lucy DilLuce, Laurent
Chidiac, Tom Hart, John Hart, Fadi
Jaber, Joseph Realdine, Lisa Alestra,
John Nader, Joey Gdowick, Francis

Joseph Kerns, Samer Chokeir,
Kathy Newman, Rita Arrigale,
Maryann Bratton, Renee Sahar,

Sister Nahida Al-Sawa, James
Cordisio, Stacey Fuentes, Debbie
Freedenberg, Noel Andjuhar, and
Angel Salerno.

We ask Almighty God to bless them
with good health so that they may
join us in the Church and give glory
and thanksgiving to God. Please
notify the Church office of any
family member who is ill so that we
may remember them in our daily
prayers and on our altar of intention.

TAX CONTRIBUTION

LETTER

If you would like to receive your tax
contribution letter for 2022, please
contact the office and we will
prepare the papers needed. These
can only be done for those who used
the envelope system or made a
donation by check. Thank you for
your continuous support to St.
Maron Church.




MARFAA TAKE OUT
PREP SCHEDULE

Thursday, February 16, 2023
3:00pm

Friday, February 17, 2023
12:00pm

Saturday, February 18, 2023
10:00am

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

sSaint Maron Church %
Zphiladelphia PA o9sla sls dagd

SAJ BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2023
after Divine (iturgy
in the Church Hall

Manouche (Zaatar or Cheese): $5.00
Sides and Drinks will be available

For more information contact the office:

215-389-2000
sSaint Maron Church |
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Take Out

Saturday, February 18, 2023
12:00PM - 7:00PM

CHICKEN SANDWICH
Chicken Kabob, Fries,
Garlic, and Pickles
KAFTA SANDWICH

Kafta Kabob, Hummus,
Lettuce, Tomato, and Onion

MIXED GRILL PLATTER
1 Beef, 1 Chicken, 1 Kafta,
Salad, Rice, Hummus, Garlic,
and Bread

BEEF PLATTER
1 Beef Kabob, Salad, Rice,
Hummus, and Bread

UNCOOKED
BY THE DOZEN

CHICKEN PLATTER SIDES ORDER BEFORE
1 Chicken Kabob, Salad, Rice, Salad / Hummus WEDNESDAY
Garlic, and Bread Baba Ghannou;j / Fries FEBRUARY 15, 2023

KAFTA PLATTER 1
1 Kafta Kabob, Salad, Rice, "E#U
Hummus, and Bread H

DESSERT COMBD
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BAKLAWA

NAMOURA

GIRL SCcouUT
COOKIES

Girl Scout Cookies Sale
Sunday Feb. 5t
Support Ruby’s Girl Scout troop
$5 a box, $6 for Gluten Free

Sunday,
February 5, 2023

following
Divine Liturgy
in the Church Hall
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Y Fundraicer
" Sunday, February 26, 2023

EPARCHIAL MYO LENTEN
BIBLE STUDY!

Join us with your Bible to dive deeper
into the Word of God! During each
session, we will focus on the Sunday
Gospel Reading for that week:

EPARCHIAL YOU;

IBIBLE

FOUR SUNDAYS
PM  FEB26 | MARS

Register Here

CHARITY

“Ozanam’s Care Home”
Batroun, Lebanon

Feb. 26 - Healing of the Leper

Mar. 5 - Healing of the Hemorrhaging
Woman

Mar. 19 - Healing of the Paralytic

Mar. 26 - Healing of the Blind Man

So far, three shipments of fuel were delivered to the
elderly home. One in December 2022 and Two in
January 2023.



https://www.myoeparchystmaron.org/event-details/eparchial-myo-lenten-bible-study-2023-02-26-20-00/form

Thank
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If you would like to
be one of our
bulletin’s sponsors,
please contact the
church office.
(215) 389-2000

Proudly Serving The St. Maron Church
And The Lebanese People

Ronald Rex Piselli, Supervisor, President
Richard G. Piselli, Vice President

Harry J. Hoch, Office Manager

Ronald Rex Piselli
“The Funeral Chapel”

215-271-0950

emal: ronrex@comcast.net
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Brian W. Donnelly
Supervisor

The Restorative Artist For
§t. John Neumann's Remains

CASKET SHOWROOM - OFFICES
1213 S. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

“A face you can recognize with a
reputation for excellence”

Winner of the “Civilian of the Year™ by the
Veterans Advisory Commission.

22373153 S, Voted best of Philadelphia 2015.

Philadelphia, PA 19148

J

MONTI -'ﬁ’ﬂ RAGO
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2531-35 8. BROAD STREET - PHILADELPHIA, PA 19148
P: (215)462-0992 F: (215) 462-4699

brwwmonti-ragofimeralhome.com |
Mark J. Rago - Funeral Director

Samuel J. Monti- Supervisor - Founder

Nicholas A. DiValentino - Office Manager

Dignified.  Personal Service. Pre-planning Specialists.
Traditional Service and Cremation Service Available.

&

Newly renovated facility.

KW PHILLY

KELLERWILLIAMS.

728 §. BROAD ST PHILA, PA 19146

Carol Boulos

REALTOR®

Office| 215.607.6007
Cell| 267.978.0563

carolboulos@kw.com

www.murphyruffemach.com
215-324-1578

A purcentage (3% of funerat home and merchandise costs) of your loved ones Paoeral
wwill e Sonated i Uheir samscry returned beck 1o 5S¢ Marcn’s Church

TRANSLATION

Need documents translated from
Arabic/French/ltalian into English?
Call William Hanna

267-808-0287
IMMIGRATION

We provide you with the best service
and the least expensive!

 John R Deady

B
) FUNERAL HOME, INC.

% FRANK R. LAMANTIA, Supervisor

www.deadyfuneralhome.com

2501 S. Camac St. * 215.468.1200

Quinn’s Flowers

Flowers For All Occcasions

WELL

AL DESIGNS

) SE

COSMETIC - RESTORATIVE
MPLANT+ORTHODONTICS

WAL

Serving The Philadelphia
Area For Over 75 Years

215-468-2881

, QuinnFlowers@Yahoo.com

2008 S. 3rd St.
Phila., PA 19148

DR. FRED HADDAD, D.M.D.

(856) 589-7789 | sewelldentaldesigns.com
477 Greentree Road, Suite C, Sewell, NJ 08080

Together We Can Donate More to St. Maron’s Church

For every real estate transaction that we complete with you, you will receive a rebate from our commission,

so that you can donate it to St. Maron's Church, Philadelphia PA, if you wish.

www.Lebanese Tony & Leen Salloum COMPASS
RealEstateTeam.com Serving PA, NJ, DE ol e e

Call 215-285-6435 Compass RE - DE, 302.202.9855




UPCOMING EVENTS

Girl Scout Cookies Sale
Sunday, February 5, 2023
Following Divine Liturgy

St. Maron Feast Day
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 @ 7:00PM

Saj Breakfast
Sunday, February 12, 2023
Following Divine Liturgy

Marfaa Take Out Prep
Thursday, February 16, 2023 @ 3:00PM
Friday, February 17, 2023 @ 12:00PM

sSaint Maron Church
“hisghiam e Lisi

Toke Out’

Delicious ebanese Food

Marfaa Take Out
Saturday, February 18, 2023
12:00PM — 7:00PM

Ash Monday

Monday, February 20, 2023

9:00AM: Safro and Blessing of Ashes

6:00PM: Divine Liturgy — Blessing and distribution of Ashes

7
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WEDNESDAY

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 22, 2023 @ 6:00PM
Divine Liturgy — Distribution of Ashes

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent @ 6:00PM

MYO Fundraiser
Sunday, February 26, 2023
Following Divine Liturgy

Annunciation to the Virgin Mary
Saturday, March 25, 2023 @ 6:00PM
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ShJ BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2023
ofter Divine [iturgy

i the Church Hall

Manouche (Zaatar or Cheese); $5.00
Sides and Drinks will be available

For more information contact the office:

215-389-2000
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Delicious Lebanese Food

Saturday, February 18, 2023
12:00PM - 7:00PM

MIXED GRILL PLATTER
1 Beef, 1 Chicken, 1 Kafta,
Salad, Rice, Hummus, Garlic,
and Bread

BEEF PLATTER
1 Beef Kabob, Salad, Rice,
Hummus, and Bread

CHICKEN PLATTER
1 Chicken Kabob, Salad, Rice,
Garlic, and Bread

KAFTA PLATTER
1 Kafta Kabob, Salad, Rice,
Hummus, and Bread

. Now
o 215-389-2000 Ve

office@saintmaron.org

¥ M BAKLAWA

CHICKEN SANDWICH
Chicken Kabob, Fries,
Garlic, and Pickles

KAFTA SANDWICH

Kafta Kabob, Hummus,

Lettuce, Tomato, and Onion UNCOOKED
BY THE DOZEN

SIDES ORDER BEFORE

Salad / Hummus WEDNESDAY

Baba Ghannouj / Fries FEBRUARY 15, 2023

~a
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NAMOURA

1013 Ellsworth Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
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@ Saint Maron @
Maronite Catholic Church
February 4-5, 2023

First Reading
Hebrews 12:18-24

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Your blessing father...

Brothers and Sisters:

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the
order that was given, ‘If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death.’ Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, ‘I tremble with fear.”) But
you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the
firstoorn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of
the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Praise be to God always.
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Gospel Reading

Saint Matthew 25:31-46
The Apostle Writes:
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, "Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for |
was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took
care of me, | was in prison and you visited me." Then the righteous will answer him, "Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?" And the king will answer them,
"Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you
did it to me." Then he will say to those at his left hand, "You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for | was hungry and you gave me no food, |
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me." Then they also will
answer, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?" Then he will answer them, "Truly | tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me." And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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