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Season of Great Lent:
Sunday of the Healing of the Leper
March 5-6, 2022

Lenten Reflection by Our Seminarians
If you wish, you can make me clean
Now we begin the second week of Lent. Godwilling, we are all carrying out our resolutions for
Lent with joy. Perhaps we are driven by
excitement. Let us not lose heart when things
start to get more difficult. Excitement is not a
virtue, but perseverance is. Let us pray for the
grace to finish Lent strong, for he who endures to
the end shall be saved (Matthew 24:13).
In this week’s gospel, we learn the following
about our Lord Jesus: He was an early bird. He
started His day with prayer. He prayed alone.
When He went into towns, He both preached and
cast out demons. That is, He combined preaching
with works. In like manner, it is not sufficient for
us Christians to preach the Gospel alone. Our
preaching must be accompanied with good works
in order that it not be fruitless: “let your light
shine before men, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:16)
In the Old Testament, there was a process for
dealing with lepers (Leviticus 13). Lepers were
outcasts. To contract leprosy made one ritually
unclean, and anyone who contacted a leper was
likewise made unclean. Besides the physical
discomforts of the disease, the leper also had to
suffer separation from the community. In light of
this, let us take note of the action of the Lord
Jesus, Who had no such fear of the leper, nor did

He become unclean when He touched the leper.
Rather, His touch made the leper clean.
Lastly, let us focus on the words the leper spoke
to Jesus: If you wish, you can make me clean. We
might rightfully conclude that the leper’s faith
healed Him. We might, then, ask ourselves if we
truly believe that Jesus can heal us from any of
our afflictions. Do we really believe that Jesus
has power over all things and can free us from all
things? Do we really believe that no matter how
sinful or depraved we are, Jesus has the power to
bring us back from the depths of the abyss? Do
we really believe that no matter how many times
we’ve committed a sin in the past, Jesus is ready
to forgive each and every one of those sins, and
to love us as though they never happened? More
importantly, do we wish it? Perhaps Jesus is
repeating these words to us in the depths of our
heart, but He turns them around and says: If you
wish, I can make you clean. This Lent, let us be
bold in imploring the Lord’s grace. Let us truly
examine what is keeping us from loving God
with all of our hearts, and then asking the Lord to
cleanse us of these things. And, if we have not the
desire to do so, let us pray for that as well!
Alejandro Landin
Our Lady’s Church, Austin, TX
Eparchy of Our Lady
of Lebanon of Los Angeles

2022 CHURCH ENVELOPES

DIVINE LITURGIES

The 2022 weekly envelopes are
now available in the church hall. If
anyone does not have a set of
envelopes and would like them,
please contact the office and we
will have a set ready for you. In
this way we can give you tax
Friday, March 11, @ 6:00PM, recognition letter at the end of the
year.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Saturday, March 5, @ 6:00PM,
Sunday, March 6, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy in offered for the soul of
Brian DeSanto requested by the
family and Suzanne Haney. May
his soul rest in peace.

Saturday, March 12, @ 6:00PM,
Sunday, March 13, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy in offered for the soul of
Stavro and Edmond Jabra
requested by Simon and Zeina
Topalian and family. May their
souls rest in peace.

THANK YOU

Thank you for everyone who
donated to the Church this past
week. Our Church’s finances rely
on the generosity of our community,
including Sunday collections and
donations. If you are able to donate,
please do so via the following link:
https://saintmaron.org/donate or
TAX CONTRIBUTION
you can always mail your weekly
LETTER
envelopes/donations to the Church
If you would like to receive your office. Thank you for your
tax contribution letter for 2021, continuous support during these
please contact the office and we challenging times.
will prepare the papers needed.
These can only be done for those WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR
who used the envelope system or
February 26-27, 2022
made a donation by check. Thank
1,256.00
you for your continued support to Sunday Collection $
Ash
Monday
$
222.00
St. Maron Church.
Online
$
500.00
Coffee Hour
$
38.00
Total:
$
2,016.00
ELDERLY COMMUNION
If you wish to receive communion
at home, please contact the Church
Office at 215-389-2000.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep in your prayers
Stephanie Devinney, Angela Scorza
Anderson, Lisa McBride, Robert
Nigro, Thomas Jones, Raymond
Fitzpatrick, Henry George, Linda
Yeckes, Frankie Olivieri, Richy
Grande, Marie Eddis, Mia Andrilla,
Jimmy Romeo, Natalie Ciancaglini,
Ashley Iaconelli, Stephen Bressi,
Elissar Ayoub, Joanne SimonTuring, Kevin Khoury, Suzanne
Haney, Linda DiBernardo, Joan
Speck, David Joseph Cook, Eddie
Tayoun, Panichi, Dennis Strelchuk,
Gladys Dalcourt, Denise Furey,
Mirta Ruiz, Rita Impo, Jade Kellam,
Marion Thomas Branca, Francesca
Impo, Lucy DiLuce, Laurent
Chidiac, Tom Hart, John Hart, Fadi
Jaber, Joseph Realdine, Lisa
Alestra, John Nader, Joey Gdowick,
Francis Joseph Kerns, Samer
Chokeir, Kathy Newman, Rita
Arrigale, Maryann Bratton, Renee
Sahar, Sister Nahida Al-Sawa,
James Cordisio, Stacey Fuentes,
Debbie
Freedenberg,
Noel
Andjuhar, and Angel Salerno. We
ask Almighty God to bless them
with good health so that they may
join us in the Church and give glory
and thanksgiving to God. Please
notify the Church office of any
family member who is ill so that we
may remember them in our daily
prayers and on our altar of intention.

Readings

Our Mission Statement

First Reading
Romans 6:12-23
Gospel Reading
Mark 1:35-45

To seek to know the love of God revealed
in Jesus Christ, to celebrate together as a
united family of faith, and to share our
gifts and talents in loving service to others.

Sanctuary
Candle
The Sanctuary Candle is
burning for the soul of
Joseph Sholy
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Janah Szewczyk, Religious Education Director | address: 1013 Ellsworth Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
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OFFICE HOURS: The Church office will be open Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm.

Upcoming Events
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday @ 6:00PM
From March 4 to April 8
FALAFEL SANDWICHES
Sunday, March 20, 2022
After Divine Liturgy
PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sunday, April 10, 2022
Details will be announced soon
ANNUAL BAKE SALE
Sunday, April 10, 2022
Details will be announced soon
HOLY WEEK
Coming to the Harbor
Monday, April 11, 2022 @6:00PM
Coming to the Harbor
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 @6:00PM
Rite of the Lamp
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 @6:00PM
Thursday of the Mysteries
Thursday, April 14, 2022 @6:00PM
Signing of the Chalice
Friday, April 15, 2022 @10:30AM
Adoration of the Cross
Friday, April 15, 2022 @6:00PM
Prayer for Forgiveness
Saturday, April 16, 2022 @12:00PM

FALAFEL SANDWICHES

Circular Letter from the Eparchy

RICE BOWL
Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite to put their faith into action through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Through CRS Rice Bowl, families learn about how our sisters
and brothers across the globe overcome hardships like hunger and malnutrition, and how
through Lenten alms, we have the power to make the world a better place for all. These past
two years have been challenging
for everyone—and certainly
even more challenging for
people who already struggled.
One in 9 people around the
world are hungry. COVID-19
has only increased the threat of
food insecurity globally. We
encourage you to participate in
the crsricebowl.org program. It
is family oriented and easy to
begin.
You can find the Rice Bowl
Boxes in the back of the
Church and also in the Hall.

GREAT LENT ADULT FAITH FORMATION

MYA EPARCHIAL CONFERENCE

If you would like to
be one of our
bulletin’s sponsors,
please contact the
church office.
(215) 389-2000

Saint Maron
Maronite Catholic Church
March 5-6, 2022

First Reading
Romans 6:12-23
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans. Your blessing father…
Brothers and Sisters:
Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. What
then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if
you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of
sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you,
having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you
were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am
speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things
is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is
sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Praise be to God always.
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Gospel Reading
Saint Mark 1:35-45
The Apostle Writes:
In the morning, while it was still very dark, Jesus got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When
they found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’ He answered, ‘Let
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for
that is what I came out to do.’ And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons. A leper came to him begging
him, and kneeling he said to him, ‘If you choose, you can make me clean.’ Moved
with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose.
Be made clean!’ Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. After
sternly warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, ‘See that you say nothing
to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.’ But he went out and began to proclaim it freely,
and to spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed
out in the country; and people came to him from every quarter.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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