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Lenten Reflection by Our Seminerians

Happy Cana Sunday dear parishioners! I can’t believe we
have already made it to Lent — time is just flying by. If
you’re like me then you probably have even thought
about what you are going to give up for Lent this year.
Every year, I say I’'m going to give up chocolate or
television or (dare | even say) coffee, however, each year
Lent concludes, and I think to myself... so what did I
accomplish or how did | change? Well, perhaps this year,
the Season of Great Lent can be different for both you and
me. Perhaps, this year, instead of striving to just endure
our fasts, sacrifices, and extra prayers for 40 days, we
thrive in our journey with God and ourselves where we
encounter the true living God, Jesus Christ, who wishes
to have a deep relationship with each and every one of us
— no matter where we are in life. Catherine Doherty, a
Russian-Canadian Catholic social worker and founder of
the Madonna House Apostolate, once said: “Lent is a time
of going very deeply into ourselves... What is it that
stands between us and God? Between us and our brothers
and sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit?
Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it out, without a
moment's hesitation.” You see, brothers and sisters, Lent
is a time of conversion, a time to journey with our Lord
and with ourselves. This sacred season of Great Lent
gives each of us in the Church an opportunity to look deep
within themselves and discover where we need to grow.
Many of us (including myself) sometimes treat Lent as a
test of endurance thinking to ourselves: “how long can |
go with giving up coffee.” Then, when we break our fast,
we become discouraged and try to restart again or simply
give up. But there is SO much more to Lent than just
endurance. Lent is a daily journey rooted in our
relationship with God and with others which does include
our fasting, prayers, almsgiving, and sacrifices. During
this season of Great Lent, we have the opportunity to
spiritually join ourselves to all our Christian Catholic
brothers and sisters across the world who are also
journeying in Lent. Through our daily prayers, Scripture
readings, and sacrifices, we begin to grow closer to Christ
personally and as a whole Church. Lent is also a time

when families can grow closer together. It’s the small
things that will make a difference such as gathering to
pray before a meal or going to Sunday Divine Liturgy as
a family. As a family, you could go on a pilgrimage to a
Catholic Shrine and look for service opportunities in your
local parish and/or community. Lent is a time of spiritual
reflection. Many individuals go on a weekend retreat or a
one-day retreat to get away from the noisy world and
calm their thoughts and minds in solitude with God.
Lastly, Lent is also a time for fasting. However, | invite
you not to just fast for the sake of fasting. Fast from things
that draw you away from God and your vocation in life.
For example, if you watch too much TV and it strips you
away from your work and/or family, then give up TV
(Netflix, TikTok, etc). Ultimately, we know ourselves
best, and so this Lent is an opportunity to really discover
what takes us away from God & from our mission in life.
In conclusion, brothers and sisters, rejoice and be glad
because the season of Great Lent is upon us which means,
today, is the day to begin our journey with God and with
ourselves. Do not be afraid to look deep within yourself
and discover where you need to grow this Lent. It’s not
about endurance, it’s about a journey. Walk with Christ
each day and you will conclude Lent on Resurrection
Sunday as a new person. Draw closer to your family and
friends during Lent through prayer and service. Fast from
things that genuinely take you away from God and take
some time to retreat from the busy and noisy world
around us. Finally, remember that this season of Great
Lent is about our relationship with God, the God who
deeply desires to draw closer to each and every one of us.
However, we must open wide the doors of our hearts to
let Christ in. Never forget that Great Lent is truly a gift
that “makes justice abound and holiness thrive”
(Maronite Qurbono, 186).
Sincerely in Christ,
Deacon Chris Nahra
St. Maron Church in Cleveland, OH
Eparchy of Our Lady
of Lebanon of Los Angeles




DIVINE LITURGIES
Saturday, February 26, @
6:00PM,

Sunday, February 27, @

11:00AM, liturgy is offered for the
soul of Jamile Haddad and Joseph
Sholy requested by Philip and
Vivian Rai. May her soul rest in
peace.

Monday, February 28, @
6:00PM, ASH MONDAY
Wednesday, March 2, @

6:00PM, FEAST OF ST. JOHN
MARON

Friday, March 4, @ 6:00PM,
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saturday, March 5, @ 6:00PM,
Sunday, March 6, @ 11:00AM,
liturgy in offered for the soul of
Brian DeSanto requested by the
family and Suzanne Haney. May
his soul rest in peace.

TAX CONTRIBUTION
LETTER

If you would like to receive your
tax contribution letter for 2021,
please contact the office and we
will prepare the papers needed.
These can only be done for those
who used the envelope system or
made a donation by check. Thank
you for your continued support to
St. Maron Church.

ELDERLY COMMUNION
If you wish to receive communion
at home, please contact the Church
Office at 215-389-2000.

2022 CHURCH ENVELOPES

The 2022 weekly envelopes are
now available in the church hall. If
anyone does not have a set of
envelopes and would like them,
please contact the office and we
will have a set ready for you. In
this way we can give you tax
recognition letter at the end of the
year.

THANK YOU

Thank you for everyone who
donated to the Church this past
week. Our Church’s finances rely
on the generosity of our community,
including Sunday collections and
donations. If you are able to donate,
please do so via the following link:
https://saintmaron.org/donate  or
you can always mail your weekly
envelopes/donations to the Church
office. Thank you for your
continuous support during these
challenging times.

WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR
February 19-20, 2022

Sunday Collection $  1,347.00

Donation $ 280.00
Online $ 200.00
Coffee Hour 3 27.00
Total: $ 1,854.00

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep in your prayers Lisa
McBride, Robert Nigro, Thomas
Jones, Raymond Fitzpatrick, Henry
George, Linda Yeckes, Frankie
Olivieri, Richy Grande, Marie
Eddis, Mia Andrilla, Jimmy Romeo,
Natalie Ciancaglini, Ashley
laconelli, Stephen Bressi, Elissar
Ayoub, Joanne  Simon-Turing,
Kevin Khoury, Suzanne Haney,
Linda DiBernardo, Joan Speck,
David Joseph Cook, Eddie Tayoun,
Panichi, Dennis Strelchuk, Gladys
Dalcourt, Denise Furey, Mirta Ruiz,
Rita Impo, Jade Kellam, Marion
Thomas Branca, Francesca Impo,
Lucy DilLuce, Laurent Chidiac,
Tom Hart, John Hart, Fadi Jaber,
Joseph Realdine, Lisa Alestra, John
Nader, Joey Gdowick, Francis
Joseph Kerns, Samer Chokeir,
Kathy Newman, Rita Arrigale,
Maryann Bratton, Renee Sahar,
Sister Nahida Al-Sawa, James
Cordisio, Stacey Fuentes, Debbie
Freedenberg, Noel Andjubar, and
Angel Salerno. We ask Almighty
God to bless them with good health
so that they may join us in the
Church and give glory and
thanksgiving to God. Please notify
the Church office of any family
member who is ill so that we may
remember them in our daily prayers
and on our altar of intention.

Readings
First Reading
Romans 14:14-23
Gospel Reading
John 2:1-11

Our Mission Statement

To seek to know the love of God revealed
in Jesus Christ, to celebrate together as a
united family of faith, and to share our
gifts and talents in loving service to others.

Sanctuary
Candle

The Sanctuary Candle is
burning for the soul of
Jamile Haddad

Fr. Andrawos (Fadi) ElTabchi, Pastor | Fr. David Fisher, Consultant
Janah Szewczyk, Religious Education Director | address: 1013 Ellsworth Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
Office: 215-389-2000 | Hall Reservations: 215-334-1884 | For Emergencies: 978-241-2977
Website: www.saintmaron.org | Church Office: saintmaronphiladelphia@hotmail.com | Instagram Page: @saintmaronphiladelphia
Facebook Page: Saint Maron Maronite Catholic Church of Philadelphia
OFFICE HOURS: The Church office will be open Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

RICE BOWL

Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite to put their faith into action through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Through CRS Rice Bowl, families learn about how our sisters
and brothers across the globe overcome hardships like hunger and malnutrition, and how
through Lenten alms, we have the power to make the world a better place for all. These past
two years have been challenging for everyone—and certainly even more challenging for
people who already struggled. One in 9 people around the world are hungry. COVID-19 has
only increased the threat of food insecurity globally. We encourage you to participate in
the crsricebowl.org program. It is family oriented and easy to begin.

You can find the Rice Bowl Boxes in the back of the Church and also in the Hall.

(RSRICE R
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https://www.crsricebowl.org/?ms=mamema0122rbl00gen02&utm_source=ltw-gen-partner-blurb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022-rice-bowl

EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN

109 Remsen Street | Brooklyn, New York 11201-4212
Ti{ns) 2379913 | F(718) 2430444
clancerysimaron@verizonnel wwa.simaronorg

STATUTES OF THE

EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN
2019

Times of Fast and Penitence

STATUTE 99. In our Maronite Church all Fridays of the year are considered to be days
of penance, and days of abstinence from meat and dairy products, (with
the exception of Fridays that fall on a Holy Day, or Fridays between
the Nativity of the Lord and the Glorious Epiphany, and between the
Resurrection and Pentecost). Although highly encouraged, this rule of
abstinence is not obligatory in this Eparchy. However, it is obligatory to
abstain from meat on Ash Monday and on all Fridays of Lent, as long as
one is physically able to do so.

STATUTE 100. Ash Monday and Great Friday are not only days of abstinence, but also
days of fast, whereby, no food or drink {except water or medication) is to
be taken from midnight until noon, as long as one Is physically able to do
S0.

STATUTE 101.  Great Lent and Passion Week, beginning on Ash Monday and ending
at 12:00 (nocn) on Saturday of the Light, is a season of penitence. In our
Maronite Church each day of this seasen is considered to be a day of
fasting and abstinence from meat and dairy products, (with the exception
of Sundays and Holy Days). Although highly encouraged, this fast is not
obligatory in this Eparchy. However, it is obligatory to abstain from meat
on Ash Monday and all Fridays of Lent, and to fast on Ash Monday and
Great Friday, as long as one is physically able to do so.

STATUTE 102. In our Maronite Church the “Christmas Fast” is observed on all days,
except Sundays, from December 16 until noon on December 24. Each
day of this period is considered to be a day of fasting and abstinence
from meat and dairy products, (with the exception of Sundays). Although
highly encouraged, this fast is not obligatory in this Eparchy.

STATUTE 103.  In our Marcnite Church the “Fast of Our Lady” is observed on all days,
except Sundays, from August 7 until noon on August 14. Each day of this
period is considered to be a day of fasting and abstinence from meat
and dairy preducts, (with the exception of Sundays). Although highly
encouraged, this fast is not obligatory in this Eparchy.

STATUTE 104. In our Maronite Church the “Fast of the Apostles” is observed on all
days, except Sundays, from June 17 until noon of June 28. Each day
of this period is considered to be a day of fasting and abstinence from
meat and dairy products, (with the exception of Sundays and Holy
Days). Although highly encouraged, this fast is not obligatory in this

Eparchy.




THANK YOU

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

CEDARS& Nirma’s

Middle Eastern Cuisine

a0 Foundation Avenue |43 Barclay Farms Shopping Center.,
Ward Hill. MA 01833 Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
(978) 372-8010 (8ak) 795-1373
www.cedarsfoods.com www.normasrestaurant.com

SPECIAL THANK

YOU TO
Everyone who made
Garden Groceries this take out a success.
8125, Fnr Street Thank you for your
o continued hard work
Philadelphia, PA 19148 and dedication to the
[215] 389-6500 church.




GREAT LENT ADULT FAITH FORMATION

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 2022

GREAT LENT:

HEALING AND
TRANSFORMATION
IN CHRIST

Join the Maronite Sisters and Clergy from our Eparchy
of Saint Maron as we reflect and go deeper on applying
the message of these powerful Gospels into our lives.

FEB. 24: THE SIGNIFICANCE MAR. 10: THE HEALING OF
OF CANA SUNDAY THE HEMORRHAGING WOMAN

MAR. 3: THE HEALING OF MAR. 17: THE PRODIGAL SON
THE LEPER

Via Zoom on Thursdays 8:00-9:00PM
Register Here

HOSTED BY THE MARONITE SERVANTS OF CHRIST THE LIGHT
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THE EPARCHY OF ST. MARON PRESENTS

\

MYA EPARCHIAL

CONFERENCE -

RESTORATION
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Thank
You!

If you would like to
be one of our
bulletin’s sponsors,
please contact the
church office.
(215) 389-2000

\_

MONTI % RAGO
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2531.35 S BROAD STREET « PHILADELPHIA, PA 19148
™ (215) 4620992 F: (215) 4624659
b monn-ragofimeralsome. conr |

Mark J. Rago - Fuaeral Director
Samuel J. Monti- Supervisor - Founder
Nichaolas A. DiValentino - Office Manager

Dignified,  Persona! Sewvice. Pre-planning Specialists.

Traditional Service and Cremation Service Available.

6 Newly renovated facility. n

Ehas I Photography

Ioeais

Elias I. Photog a:)'”

ELIAS |

J

AFFINITY

REAL ESTATE TEAM
Tony - 215-285-6435

Maron Church
People

Proudly Serving The St.
‘And The Lebanese

Ronald Rex Piselll, Su
Richuard G, Plselli, Vice Prediden
Harry 1 Hoch, O

Ronald Rex Pisellr
“The Funeral Chapel”

215-271-0950

omal

CASKET SHOWROOM - OFFICEY
1213 S, Broad Street

ronrex monst not Philndalphin, PA 19147
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DBRIAN W ()H\I \'Il' VERAL HOME

g‘a

YA Juce you con precognice with o
repeniation for excelle,

Brian W. Donnelly
Supervisor

Winner of the “Civilian of the Year™ by the
Veterans Advisory Commission,

Voted best of Philadelphin 2015,

223741 5 3d 5t,
Philadelphia, PA 19148
www murphyruffermach com
2156-334.678

TRANSLATION

Need documents translated from
Arabic/French/ltalian into English?
Call William Hanna

267-808-0287
IMMIGRATION

We provide you with the best service
and the least expensive!

('(/(///

. 7«/”’/'”/
A\ _.,/

FUNERAL HOME, INC

“ FRANK R, LAMANTTA, Supervisor

www.deadyfuneralhome.com

2501 S. Camac St. * 2154681200

Quinn’s Flowers

Flowers For All Occcasions

Serving The Philadelphia
Area For Over 75 Years

215-468-2881

QuinnFlowers@ Yahoo.com
2008 S, 3rd St.
Phila., PA 19148

For every real estate transaction that we complete with you, you will receive a rebate from our commission,

so that you can donate it to St. Maron's Church, Philadelphia PA, if you wish,

Tony & Leen Salloum
LICENSED IN PA & NJ
Leen - 484-432-0424

TheAffinityTeam.com

COMPASS

610-822-3356




@ Saint Maron @
Maronite Catholic Church
February 26-27, 2022

First Reading
Romans 14:14-23

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans. Your blessing father...
Brothers and Sisters:

I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean
for anyone who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured by what you eat,
you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom
Christ died. So do not let your good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not
food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The one who thus
serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. Let us then pursue what makes
for peace and for mutual edification. Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God.
Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to make others fall by what you eat; it is
good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble.
The faith that you have, have as your own conviction before God. Blessed are those who
have no reason to condemn themselves because of what they approve. But those who have
doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not act from faith; for whatever does not
proceed from faith is sin.

Praise be to God always.
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Gospel Reading
Saint John 2:1-11

The Apostle Writes:

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the
brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they
took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine
until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.

This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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